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KARST FOR THE STUDENTS

Simona Hokinova, Manol Petkov

Angel Kanchev Secondary School 137, Sofia

Until a year ago we didn’t know what karst is, we had just heard this word from the television
or at school. We made a decision to participate in the out-of-classroom section “Young karst
researcher” in 2014/2015 school year, because it was interesting for us to learn more about the
phenomenon called karst as it was not covered in detail at school. The participation in the section
gave us the unique opportunity to understand what karst really meant for our existence. We visited
very interesting places such as Krushuna waterfalls, “Devetashka Cave”, “Eagle Wood” cave,
“Saeva Dupka” cave and “Batcho Kiro” cave. We have learned a lot about each place that we
visited. Thus our knowledge of karst has been enriched. We know now that karst is split in several
types of forms like: caves, karst springs and others. The most interesting part of the study of it has
been the chemical reactions and its natural forms. For us it will be interesting to have the
opportunity to see other karst regions and forms and nature landmarks and we would also like to
have the chance to do the examinations which are connected with the research of karst.

What got us here today has been the participation in the Third International competition
“Karst under protection — gift for the generations” conducted under the auspices of UNESCO and
we won first prize in the category “Painting for students above 12 years” with our painting “The
magic of the water”.

The travelling summer school of karst with out-of-classroom directed study has also been a
great adventure for us. Within 10 days we had the chance to learn more for the essence of karst and
its creations. We will tell you about some of them which impressed us the most.

For example the cave “Eagle Wood” — its location is near Ruse and it’s the second biggest
cave in Bulgaria. The interesting part for us was its complex system of tunnels and halls and its
ceiling which represent relief of polished forms made by the underwater whirlpools. In front of the
entrance of the cave we had the chance to use personally the technique of the one rope, which the
climbers and explorers use.

Krushuna waterfalls on the other hand took us by surprise with theirs picturesque nature.
They are located near the village of Krushuna, the Lovech district. The interesting part about them
is that they have formed karst terraces and the water is painted in clear blue, because of the
travertine in the water.

Close to the waterfalls is the “Devetashka Cave”, which captured us with its proportions and
the variety of animal species. The cave was a secret military object and it was used for storing
petrol. It is home to thousands of bats and it’s the third most important shelter for hibernating of
bats in Europe.

And now it’s time to tell about the knowledge...

During the out-of-classroom directed study we learned a lot about the karst and we did a lot of
experiments. Probably all of you know about what is the karst but to make it sure we will tell what
it is. Karst is the name of group of geomorphological forms which are formed by dissolution of the
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layers of carbonates or other soluble rocks such as limestone and dolomites. There are different
kinds of karst forms such as: caves, karst springs and others.

We have also visited the cement factory “TITAN” and we have learned more about the
production of the cement and its usage.

Now let's say about the friendship which has been born during the summer school.

During those 10 days everyone found a friend in the face of the other. Although we have
never met each other, we had the feeling that we have known each other forever. We helped one
another, we shared everything, we had fun, we even cried together. Not even for a second we have
felt that we are alone, because then we were part of one big, beautiful family on which we could
depend all the time. You can see for yourself how hard it was for us to say one last goodbye at the
end.

The out-of-classroom directed summer school has been an incredible opportunity to get in
touch with the magic of nature and to learn more about it. And you could share your time with
positive and happy people. It has been a ticket to an unforgettable adventure and making new
friends and a tool for creating new memories, which will forever stay in our minds. Definitely it has
been an interesting and efficient way to expand your knowledge when you are in touch with the
nature. We hope to have another chance to participate in this kind of competitions.

KAPCTBHT 3A YYEHUIIUTE

Cumona XoxkunoBa, ManoJ Ilerkos

137-m0 COY ,, Ancen Kvnueg” ep. Cogus

Jlo npeau enHa roguHa HAMaxMe MpeACcTaBa KakBoO € KapcT, MPOCTO OSXMe 4yBajd Ta3u JyMa
M0 TENEeBU3MATAa U BEIHBXK, JBAa MBTH B YUWIHIIE. Pemmxme Aa ce BKIIOYMM B M3BBHKJIACHATa
cekuus ,,Mnax wum3ciemoBaten kapcrosor’ mpe3 2014/2015 ydeOHa romwHa, 3amioTO HHU Oeine
WHTEPECHO J1a Hay4yuM ToBeue 3a JeHOMEHa HapeyeH KapcT, Thil KaTo B yUUIIUINE HE My ce 00pbIla
0COOEHO BHHMaHHE. YUYacTHETO B M3BBHKJIACHATA CEKLUS HU JaJe YHHUKaJIHAaTa BB3MOXKHOCT J1a
pazbepeM KakBO € KapcTa BCHIIHOCT M KOJIKO € Ba)KeH TOW 3a ChlIecTBYBaHeTo HU. [loceTmxme
MHOT0 MHTepecHU MecTa Hampumep KpymryHckure Bojomanu, JleBeramikarta mneiepa, meuiepara
OpnoBa uyka, nemepara CbeBa aynka u bado Kupo. Hayunxme MHOTO 1 pa3nuyHu Hellla 3a BCAKO
MSCTO, KOETO MTOCETUXME. 3HAHUATA HU 3a KapcTa ce odoraruxa, Bede 3HaeM, 4e KapcTa ce pasens
Ha HIKOJIKO BHJIa KapCcTOBU (DOPMH HampuUMep: MeLiepy, yBajil, HTOHOPH, KapH, KAPCTOBU U3BOPHU U
npyru. Hali-uHTEepecHOTO MpU HETOBOTO M3yYaBaHE ca XUMUYHUTE PEaKlUUd U IPUPOAHUTE HOpMH,
KOUTO TOM 0Opa3yBa. 3a Hac OM OWJIO MHTEPECHO J1a UMaMe BBH3MOKHOCTTA Ja BUAMM U JPYTH
KapCTOBU pailOHM W 00pa3zyBaHMs, KaKTO M TPUPOJHU 3a0ENEKUTEIHOCTH, CBHIIO Taka Ouxme
JKEJlay caMHu Jia U3BBbPIIBaME ONUTH CBBbP3aHH C U3CIEABAHETO HA KapCT.

[le BU pa3zka)keM M 3a HAIIWTE MPUIOOUTH 3HAHUS IO BpEME Ha IIBTYBAIIOTO JIITHO YUHIIUIIE
C HACOYEHO M3BBHKIIACHO 00yueHue 3a kapcta npe3 2015 roguna.

3a Hayano, HEKa BM Ka)K€M 3all0 M KaK C€ 030BaxMe TyK JHec. B3exme ydacTue B TpeTHs
MexnyHapoaeH KOHKypC ,,KapcT mox 3amura — nap 3a MOKOJEHUsTa”, TPOBEJEH O] €rujaTa Ha
IOHECKO wu crnedenuxme mbpBO MSCTO B KaTeropus ,,pUCyHKa Ha yYyeHUIM Haj 12 roguHu” 3a
HalaTta pucyHka ,,MarusTta Ha BogaTa’. Hail-romsimaTa HU Harpaja Oelie y4acTHETO B IIbTYBAIIOTO
JATHO yuunuie 3a kapcra 2015 roauna.

154



B pamkure Ha 10 nHM HHMe WMaxMe BB3MOKHOCTTA Jla C€ 3all03HAEM IMO-O0TOJIM30 ChC
CBIIHOCTTa Ha KapcTa W KpAacHBUTE My TBOPEHMs B IpUpojara: nemepara ,,OpioBa 4dyka’,
Kpymysckure Bogonanu, JleBeranikara nemepa.

A cera e pell Ha IO3HAHUETO....

[lo BpemMe Ha W3BBHKIACHOTO HAcOYEHO OOy4YeHHME HHE HaydMXMe€ MHOI0 3a KapcTa u
IIpaBUXM€ MHOT0 ONUTH. MIMaxme Bb3MOXKHOCTTA J1a TIOCETUM LIMMEHTOBUAT 3aBoj ,, TITAN” u na
Hay4uM IMOBCYC 3a MPOU3BOACTBOTO HA HMMCHTA U HETOBOTO IMPUIIOKCHUC.

A cera Heka 0OObpHEM BHUMaHME Ha MPUATEICTBOTO, KOETO CE MOpaXkJa M0 BpeMe Ha JIATHOTO
YUUIIHIIE.

To e enHo OT Hall — 3HauMMHTE Hella B >kuBoTa. [Ipe3 Te3n 10 qHM Bceku OT Hac HaMmepu
MIpUATCITI B JIMOCTO Ha APYTUA. JISTHOTO M3BBHHKJIACHO HACOYCHO yauiime € €aHa HEBCPOATHA
BB3MOXKHOCT Jja C€ JOKOCHENI 0 MarusTa Ha IIpUpoJaTa U J1a Hay4HIl [IOBEYE 3a Hesl, CIOACIANKN
BPEMETO CU C MO3UTUBHU M YCMUXHATH xopa. OmnpeneneHo € MHTepeceH M epUKaceH HAayuH Ja
o0oraTuIl 3HaHUATA CH, TOKOCBAWKHU ce 10 pUpoJara.

HansiBame ce 0THOBO J]a ©UMaMe Bb3MOXKHOCTTA J1a B3EMEM y4acTHE B TaKbB (popmar.

Simona Hokinova
students from Angel Kanchev Secondary School 137, Sofia

Manol Petkov
students from Angel Kanchev Secondary School 137, Sofia
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